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Convocation
outsideCU
campus
OURSPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

College Street: Calcutta Uni-
versity’s convocation ceremo-
ny will be held at NazrulMan-
cha for the second consecutive
year as the renovation of the
centenary auditorium on the
CollegeStreet campus, the tra-
ditional venue for the event, is
yet to be completed.

The convocation ceremony
was for the first time held out-
side the campus last year as
the auditoriumwas closed for
repairs. “Properties inside
halls are being damaged. The-
refore, we have decided to stop
letting out the halls (including
centenary auditorium) till
they undergo renovation,”Ra-
jagopal Dhar Chakrabarti, the
then CU registrar, had said on
September 9, 2017.

Dhar Chakrabarti had
blamed unruly conduct dur-
ing fests for damage of proper-
ty inside the auditorium.

But university teachers of
wonderedwhy the auditorium
could not be renovated in 16
months.“It is alwaysdesirable
that the convocation be held
on the campus,” said Parthiba
Basu, the general secretary of
the Calcutta University Tea-
chers’Association.

Vice-chancellor Sonali
Chakravarti Banerjee blamed
the extent of damage for the
delay.“Wetoowant tohold the
event on the campus. Hopeful-
ly we would be able to do so
next year,” she said.

This year’s convocation is
scheduled on January 7.

River terrapin: 50 to 300 in 10 years
SUBHAJOYROY

Calcutta:Thenumber of river
terrapins was hardly 50 more
than a decade ago and conser-
vationists were worried the
freshwater turtle would soon
join the list of extinct animals.

The International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) termed it “critically
endangered”.

A breeding programme
was started in the Sunderbans
to increase their numbers.
Today, there are 300 river
terrapins and the forest de-
partment plans to release
some of them in the waters of
Sunderbans this year as
part of its programme to save
the animal and increase their
population.

“The number of river ter-
rapins had dipped and they
were rarely seen. Around
2002, some fishermen in the
Sunderbans rescued few ter-
rapins,” Nilanjan Mallick,
field director, Sunderban
TigerReserve, said.

The breeding has been
done in several places inside
the reserve. “Wenowhave 300
of them in our breeding cen-
tres,”Mallick said.

The Bengal forest depart-
ment has undertaken the con-
servation and breeding pro-
grammewithhelp fromTurtle
Survival Alliance, a global or-
ganisation that works for cap-
tive management of freshwa-
ter turtles and tortoises.

The alliance is working on
increasing the population of
terrapins in the part of the
Sunderbans that falls in
Bangladesh aswell.

Shailendra Singh, the di-

rector of Turtle Survival Al-
liance’s India office, said they
had plans to release some ter-
rapins in the wild in 2019.
There are 300 of them at the
breeding centres but the plan
is to release only a few, Singh
said.

“We are reintroducing the
terrapins in theSunderbans in
a phased manner,” he said.
“Once they are released we
will monitor how many sur-
viveand inwhatcondition.We
will have to study if there are

any threats to the terrapins in
wild.”

A chip will be attached to
each of the released turtles for
easy tracking. It will help con-
servation workers to zero in
on places where more turtles
can be released in future.

The timeand locationof re-
lease will be decided keeping
inmind the threat of poachers,
unwanted attention of tourists
and preying by crocodiles.
“Reptiles are known to move
and eat less in winter... so, it

would be ideal to release the
terrapins in winter. The prob-
ability of them getting time to
adapt themselves in the wild
will be higher as well,” Singh
said.

Oneof theprimaryreasons
for the dip in their numbers is
people killing them for their
meat.

The terrapins feed on fish-
es, crustaceans and fruits of
somemangrove trees. The tur-
tles live for about 70 years,
Singh said.

The IUCN’s website says
the turtle lives in terrestrial
habitat like “sandbars and
riverbanks”aswell as in“tidal
areas of large river estuaries”.

The website, based on a
June 2000 assessment, says
terrapins are extant in
Bangladesh, India, Cambodia,
Indonesia andMalayasia.

Thenextpart of the conser-
vation programme includes
sensitising fishermen of the
Sunderbans about the terra-
pins so that they do not harm

them in case they get trapped
in fishing nets.

A conservation worker
said fishermen would be told
to hand over the turtles to the
forest department.

The Turtle Survival Al-
liance and the Bengal forest
department started working
together in 2008.

After initial research, the
captive breeding programme
was started in 2012. A first
batch of 10 turtles was re-
leased in 2016.

Friends with tribe, a childhood wish
BOISHAKHIDUTT

Calcutta: She was in Class
VII at Bhabani Balika Vidya-
laya in Shibpur, Howrah,
whenMadhumala Chattopad-
hyay read about the An-
damans’Onge tribe and want-
ed to visit the islands on her
next vacation, only to be told
that no one but social scien-
tistswere allowed there.

It was a small news article
in Anandabazar Patrika
about the tribe celebrating the
birth of a baby in their midst,
Chattopadhyay recalled.
“Whenmy father toldme only
social scientists were allowed
to go there, I thought I should
specialise in a subject that
would allowme to visit them.”

Some years later, while fill-
ing in forms foraBSccourse in
Calcutta University and choo-
sing subject combinations,
Chattopadhyay picked botany,
zoology and anthropology in-
stead of botany, zoology and
chemistry— the most sought-
after choice at the time.

Her BSc, followed by an
MSc in anthropology and a
PhD on tribes of the An-
damans, culminated in her
being a part of the first suc-
cessful team to make contact
with the people of North Sen-
tinel Island, where American
missionary John Allen Chau
was killed onNovember 17.

She is now joint director,
ministry of social justice and
empowerment, government of
India and lives inDelhi.

Joint expedition
As a research associate with
the Anthropological Survey of
India in 1991, Chattopadhyay
requested to be part of a team
going to North Sentinel Island.
There was a catch: women
werenot included in teams try-
ing to establish contact with

“hostile” tribes. “I had to give a
written undertaking that I
wouldn’t claim government
compensation if anything hap-
pened to me. My parents also
had to give a similar undertak-
ing,”Chattopadhyay said.

At 9pm on January 3, 1991,
a team of 12 men and one
woman set out fromPort Blair
for North Sentinel Island on
theMVTarmugli.

“We reached early on Jan-
uary 4. We were watching the
island with binoculars and
around 7.30-8am we saw
smoke rising from amidst the
trees,”Chattopadhyay said.

The team got onto a small
boat and left the shipwith gifts
for the islanders — sacks full
of coconuts. They slowly ap-
proached the island and saw
three Sentinelese people
emerge on the shore with
bows and arrows.

“From a distance, we start-
ed floating coconuts towards

the seashore. And to our sur-
prise, they started collecting
the coconuts,” she said.

Gradually, some of the
men started wading into the
water and swimming towards
the boat to collect the co-
conuts. “Suddenly, a young
man, probably 19 or 20 years
old, standing on the shorenext
to a woman, probably his
mother, raised his bow. Crew
members panicked and shout-
ed that we should leave at
once. I knew Onge and called
out to the woman in the Onge
language asking them to come
and collect coconuts. The
woman pushed the boy’s arm
and his arrow fell into the
water insteadofhittingus.She
then sent the young man to
collect coconuts from the
water,”Chattopadhyay said.

After the first successful
trip, Chattopadhyay returned
with a bigger team the follow-
ingmonth onFebruary 21.

“On the second trip, we
saw two canoes and a tempo-
rary hut on the shore. Some
Sentinelese people slowly
came to our boat. This time
without weapons. That indi-
cated they weren’t scared and
recognised us,” she said.

The team got off the boat
into knee-deep water and gave
them some coconuts. “Two
Sentinelese men climbed onto
our boat. We were in the sea
and they were on our boat.
There was a rifle on the boat
thatpolicehad taken for safety,
if anything happened they
could fire in the air. They saw
the rifle and thinking it was
iron that they could use to
makearrowheads, tried to take
it. The police prevented them,”
Chattopadhyay recalled.

A few months later, the
teamwent a third timebut bad
weather prevented them from
establishing any contact.

After that, the Andaman

administration decided fre-
quent visits to the island could
expose its residents to dis-
eases. No official trips have
been made to the North Sen-
tinel Island since.

Chattopadhyay has also
been part of around eight ex-
peditions to establish contact
with the Jarawa tribewho live
inSouthandMiddleAndaman
Islands. The last trip she was
part ofwas in 1999.

Missionary’smission
Chau didn’t go officially,
pointed out Chattopadhyay,
reasoning his fate. “If you go
officially, in a team, there is
guidance and planning. We
never tried to enter their terri-
tory forcefully. They always
givewarnings, theydrawtheir
weapons. Maybe Chau didn’t
understand the signs.”

In one of Chau’s last diary
entries, provided toTheWash-
ington Post by his mother, he
wrote: “Lord, is this island Sa-
tan’s last strongholdwhereno-
ne have heard or even had the
chance tohear yourname?”

Fromher years of studying
the indigenous people of the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Chattopadhyay feels
there is no need to teach them
any religion because they
have no use for it. “They are
animists. They worship na-
ture — the sun, moon, wind
and sea. They live amidst na-
ture and knowhow to survive.
During the 2004 tsunami, for
example, they knew there was
ahigh tide comingand they re-
treated to higher ground and
were safe,” she said.

“They know much more
thanus.We should let thembe
and not interfere. If anyone
wants to go to the island, they
should approach the govern-
ment, for their own safety as
well as theirs.”

Students tech it up in science of change
INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY FESTS THE NEW TREND IN SCHOOLS

AryanAgarwal (left) ofTheHeritage School demonstrates
his drone

JHINUKMAZUMDAR

NewTown:Technology has
trumped science fests in
schools.

Designing games and
apps and 3D printing have
replaced lab experiments
andminiaturemodels that
had been the focus of sci-
ence fests.

Tinker Fest at The New-
town School recently saw
students of classes VI to XII
from across the city and the
outskirts showcase their
technological innovations,
participate inworkshops
and listen to experts speak-
ing about how trigonometry
and the law of inertia are
integral to designing games
orwhy being adept at pro-

gramming can enhance
one’s employability.

The schoolwanted to
spread themessage that
technology is not always a
bane and, if channelised in
the rightway, it can produce
innovators and inventions.

Teachers noticed that
many students who are
often distracted in class
were engrossed in app-mak-
ing, robotics or gaming
workshops.

“Such platforms are eye-
openers for teachers and
parents because students
are somuch into technology.
Theyhave a lot of innova-
tion in them. Someof them
might be doing research on
their ownbut adults are
oftennot equipped to under-

stand themand soweunder-
estimate their potential,”
said SatabdiBhattacharya,
the principal of TheNew-
townSchool.

AryanAgarwal, an IB
Year II student of TheHer-
itage School, has designed a
drone. “The height up to
which the drone can flywill
depend on the range of the
transmitter. I had designed
one a few years ago, too, but
this new one ismore ad-
vanced,” he said.

Emdadul Islam, former
director of Birla Industrial&
TechnologicalMuseum, said
tech fests involve program-
ming, app-making, game
makingand robotics, all of
which requiremathematical
skills and logical thinking.

“Physics andmaths form
the backbone of most games,
which iswhat differentiates
games frommovies. Every-
thingwe see ismathemati-
cally calculated,whether it
is the graphics or a charac-
termoving fromone point to
another,” said gamedesign-
erRajatOjha inhis session
on gamedesigning anddeve-
lopment as a career option.

Data and artificial intel-
ligence expert Aniruddha
Deswandikar explained
howmost “businesses today
are software businesses”,
citing examples of app
cabs, OYO andAmazon that
do not own the physical in-
frastructure of the products
they aremarketing and yet
aremakingmoney.

With a family tree that is 300 million years old, turtles have
roamed the earth virtually unchanged since the time of the
dinosaurs. Unfortunately, these remarkable reptiles are now facing
extinction.Within the next 20 years, as many as one-third of the
world’s 300 species of tortoises and freshwater turtles may be gone
due to poaching for the international black market. At least ten species
are now extinct in the wild and exist only in captive

breeding programs.Turtles play a critical ecological role in the
environments in which they occur. For example, freshwater turtles
help control aquatic vegetation, serve as scavengers and help
maintain rivers and lakes in a healthy condition. In addition, turtles
occupy a significant role in the cultures of many people around
the world.
Source:TSA

WHY SAVE TURTLES

Ariver terrapin (left)at theSajnekhali facility in the
Sunderbans; (above)anadult terrapin.
Picture courtesy: Shailendra Singh/TSAIndia

MadhumalaChattopadhyay
andothers in the teamhand
over coconuts to the islanders
on their visit to theNorth
Sentinel Island in 1991

On the second trip, we saw two
canoes and a temporary hut.... Some

Sentinelese people slowly came to our
boat. This time without weapons... they

weren’t scared and recognised us

‘’

MADHUMALA CHATTOPADHYAY

Man
shot
dead

■ MINAKHAN: Agroup of
armed youths in a car al-
legedly shot aman on
BasirhatMalanchaRoad,
Minakhan, inNorth 24-
Parganas onWednesday
afternoon.Abullet
pierced throughKarim
Mondal’s head andhe
died on the spot, police
said. Cops suspect the
murderwas the fallout of
an old rivalry. The body
has been sent for post
mortem.

MPhil lists
■ COLLEGE STREET: Calcut-
taUniversity published
the list of candidateswho
cleared the admission
test for itsMPhil course
inEnglish for the 2019-20
batch, andhave been se-
lected for interview. The
university also published
the list of candidateswho
have to appear before the
selection committee for
admission to itsMPhil
programme inBengali.
Both lists are available
on caluniv.ac.in.

Application form
■ SALT LAKE: The state
joint entrance examina-
tion board has published
an information brochure
with guidelines for filling
up the application form
for the entrance test on
May 26. The brochure has
beenuploaded on the
board’swebsitewbjeeb.in.

Body found
■ SALT LAKE: The body of a
woman inher 30swas
spotted floating in the
water of a fishery near
SectorV in Salt Lake on
Wednesday. Police
brought out the body.No
external injurymarks
were found on the body,
the police said.Her body
has been sent for post-
mortem.

Entally fire
■ ENTALLY: A fire broke out
at two shanties at Bhaga-
banDas colony inEntally
onWednesday.One fire
tender doused the flames.
No onewas hurt, cops
said.

Streetlights
■ LAKE GARDENS: TheCal-
cuttaMunicipal Corpo-
rationwill install better
streetlights onLakeGar-
dens Flyover.

IN BRIEF

GEARED UP

Two men braced for the
cold on a motorcycle in

Central Calcutta.
Picture byPradip Sanyal

WOMAN WHO MET SENTINELESE PEOPLE


